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Introduction to CILT Ireland 
 
The Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport in Ireland (“CILT”) is the 

independent professional body for people engaged in the provision of transport 

services for both passengers and freight, the management of logistics and the 

supply chain, transport planning, government and administration. CILT is a 

member of the wider CILT International family which has offices in over 30 

countries and 33,000 members worldwide. CILT has a number of specialist 

forums, a nationwide structure of locally based groups and a Policy Committee 

which considers the broad canvass of transport policy. The policy committee is 

formed of industry experts whose insights and inputs will bring together a 

conscious discussion on the subject in hand. As a professional body, CILT does 

not lobby on behalf of any sectoral interest, but seeks to take an independent, 

objective and considered view on matters of public policy.  

 

CILT Policy Research Agenda in 2020 
Increasing demands for emissions reductions and mitigation will put greater 

pressure on transport activities for the movement of people and freight. The 

transport sector in Ireland will have to rethink on climate change and adapt to 

this new climate reality. In 2020, CILT is commissioning research that analyses 
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climate change implications for Ireland with particular reference to the National 

Mitigation Plan and the new COP25 agenda. (Please see Appendix for 

proposed research topics) 

 

CILT's views on the Sustainable Mobility Policy Review  
 

This submission is to share insights on the transport policies towards climate 

change challenge and low-carbon transition in Ireland. 

 
The Report 
CILT welcomes the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport’s (DTTAS) 

commissioning of a Review of Ireland’s Sustainable Mobility Policy – the first in 

10 years. The sustainable mobility policies focus on active travel (i.e. walking, 

cycling) and public transport to ensure services that are sustainable into the 

future and are meeting the needs of a modern economy.  

 

In total nine thematic background papers (Public Transport and Accessibility, 

Active Travel, Climate Change Challenge, Congestion, Greener Buses: 

Alternative Fuel Options for the Urban Bus Fleet, Land-Use and Transport 

Planning, Regulation of Public Transport, Public Transport in Rural Ireland, 

Statistics and Trends) have been published. 

 

The report, however, focused more on the passenger transport side. CILT 

would like to raise the importance of the freight transport sector. Sustainable 

freight transport will make a positive impact on the environmental, social and 

economic sustainability of the communities they serve. The freight transport 

sector requires more supportive policies and initiatives to increase the industry 

awareness and readiness towards sustainable operation and low-carbon 

transition, especially in light of the post-Brexit impact on trade-patterns and 

supply chains.  
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Climate Change Challenge  
Climate change is one of the key focus of the sustainable mobility review. The 

73 pages detailed background paper on climate change challenge has provided 

a high-level overview of the climate change mitigation strategies and actions 

taken in the Irish transport sector.  

 

The DTTAS sought views on the current and potential policy measures on 

decarbonisation in the transport sector.  Four questions have been raised by 

the DTTAS in this report. We will address these questions in the following 

sections. 

 

1. Which sustainable mobility emissions mitigation measures, not 
currently employed in Ireland, should be considered for 
implementation?  

 

The Background Paper summarised the existing and potential carbon emission 

reduction measures (as shown in Table 1) using the ‘Avoid-Shift-Improve’ (ASI) 

framework. The ASI framework is an international best practice to assess 

transport mitigation and low-carbon transition polices in a more comprehensive 

and systemic manner.  

 

Much of the existing measures are about fuel economy and technologies, not 

enough is being discussed about modal shift and the need to reduce the total 

amount of vehicular traffic through quality alternatives. There is great potential 

for both “passenger transport” and “freight transport” sectors to adopt best 

practice from other cities or countries to alleviate the current environmental 

performance of transport sector in Ireland.  
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Table 1 Existing and Potential Emissions Reduction Measures for Transport Sector 

 
Source: DTTAS, 2019  

Passenger Transport  
We briefly list a number of transport and land-use policies implemented in other 

European cities (such as Berlin, Hamburg, Munich, Vienna, and Zurich) that 

could potentially be adopted into the Irish context (as shown in Table 2).  

 

In short, increasing both quantity and quality of public transport in urban and 

rural areas, as well as improving multi-modal levels of integration in an effective 

and efficient manner are the key to promote the “shift” to public transport in 

Ireland. Further in-depth analysis is needed to assess the current expenditures 

to deliver these measures and the need for additional capital.  

 

Similar measures could be already existed in Ireland (such as traffic calming, 

fuel price, road supply). However, as they were not mentioned in the DTTAS’ 

background paper, we would like to draw the attention to these measures again. 

In-depth feasibility study of implementation these measures in Ireland is 

required for further analysis and discussion.  
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Table 2: Potential Measures to Adopt in the Irish Transport Sector 

Field of Action Measures Identified in other European Regions 

Policies that restrict car use (“Avoid”) 

Price of gasoline  In 2014, roughly half of the retail price of gasoline was due to taxes: 56% in Germany, 49% in Switzerland, and 48% in 

Austria 
Traffic calming & speed limits  Most residential streets are traffic-calmed at 30km/h or less, with speeds reduced to 20km/h on shared streets, and to 7 

km/h on some residential streets (home zones) 
Road supply  Motorways rarely penetrate into city centres; most neighbourhood streets discourage through-traffic by 30km/h speed 

limits and infrastructure modifications, such as narrowings, curves, diverters, chicanes, speed bumps, raised 

intersections, and artificial dead ends 

Driver licensing  Strict and expensive driver training and licensing; probational licenses for young drivers 

Road revenues & expenditures  

 

Revenue from roadway user taxes and fees are higher than roadway expenditures by all levels of government, providing 

an important source of general revenues 

Policies that promote public transport (“Shift”) 

Quantity of service 

 
Large increase in the total amount of public transport service between 1990 and 2012 (as measured by place kilometres, 

e.g. +80-90% in Hamburg, Munich, and Vienna); increased operating hours and frequency of service 

Quality of service All systems have modernised their vehicles and stations; full coordination of schedules, fares, and routes across modes 

and operators; quicker and easier 

Home-to-work index measure 

for commute time/cost 
“Housing and mobility calculator” - A readily accessible online calculator is to give citizens an opportunity to compare 

locations in Vienna and its environs, especially before they decide to move house. 

Policies that make walking and cycling more attractive “Improve” 
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Car-free zones  Most cities have pedestrianized large areas of their downtown that are off-limits for automobiles with parking garages at 

the periphery   

Traffic calming As noted above, residential streets discourage through-traffic and greatly reduce car speeds 

Pedestrian 

facilities 

Pedestrian priority in car-free zones, traffic-calmed streets, and shared streets 

Bikeway networks 

 

Comprehensive, region-wide integrated networks of paths and lanes for cyclists, including special provisions at 

intersections (traffic signals, advanced stop lines); extensive bike parking on sidewalks, on-street bike-corrals, and at 

public transport stations (including full-service bike parking stations) 

Traffic education Comprehensive traffic and cycling training is offered in most schools; priority of non-motorized modes emphasized in 

driver's training and testing 

Land-use planning and policies that facilitate compact, mixed land-uses 

Coordination with 

public transport 

Strict land-use controls limit low density sprawl and encourage compact development around public transport stop 

Planning process 

 

Coordination of land-use plans among levels of government and across jurisdictions; integration of land-use, transport, 

and environmental planning at all levels of government 

Source: Buehler & Pucher, 2016 
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Freight Transport  
Again, CILT would like to emphasise the importance of the freight transport 

sector. Freight transport sector requires more supportive policies and initiatives 

to increase the industry awareness and readiness towards the low-carbon 

transition, especially in light of the Brexit impact on trade-patterns and supply 

chains. We suggest the following areas of policy that should be further 

developed: 

 

City/Urban Freight Transport 
Urban freight transport, defined as all movements of goods into, out of, through 

or within the urban area, made by light or heavy vehicles. Alliance for Logistics 

Innovation through Collaboration in Europe (ALICE) launches the Roadmap 

Towards Zero Emissions Logistics 2050, in which urban logistics is one of key 

areas to contribute to the low-emission transition progress.  

 

The Greater Dublin Area, with the highest population and vehicle densities in 

Ireland, is producing 42% of national CO2 emissions from transport, and the 

increased levels of air pollution caused by traffic is also breaching EU limits 

(EPA,2019). Increasing urban freight distribution and road-intensive logistics 

activities in the city have led to a series of environmental and social issues in 

urban areas, such as increasing greenhouse gas emissions, noise, air pollution, 

traffic congestion, infrastructure deterioration, historical urban area 

preservation, the quality and safety of residents in urban areas. 

 

In DTTAS’ Background Paper, no measures are in place to tackle this issue, 

and little data is available to capture the emission from the major cities in Ireland. 

Meanwhile, some of the sustainable urban logistics measures have been 

applied in Dublin city; such as the UPS urban eco-hubs and cargo bikes, which 

could eliminate delivery vehicles dispatched to the city centre. Some measures 

such as charging truck tolls (e.g. N25 Waterford new bridge bypass) potentially 

negatively impacts sustainability. To avoid the cost, logistics operators may 

force drivers to transit through the city unnecessarily, which has negative 
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effects on both emissions and road safety. Policymakers should examine this 

with a view to incentivizing freight transport providers to bypass the city 

whenever possible. CILT would like to see further policy research looking into 

these measures. These measures could be transferable and scalable to other 

cities in Ireland. 

 

Promote the use of Higher Capacity Vehicles (HCV)  
A general definition of Higher Capacity Vehicles (HCV) is that bigger than 

conventional road freight vehicles. HCV is able to transport about twice as much 

freight as standard trucks would in terms of weight and volume, and reducing 

CO2 emissions by up to 27% (ACEA, 2019). The European Automobile 

Manufacturers’ Association (ACEA) is calling for policy support towards an EU-

wide high-capacity transport system. This should allow for HCVs to travel on 

dedicated parts of the EU road network. 

 

Many research and trials into HCVs are generally positive. The research from 

University of Westminster (Piecyk and Allen, 2019) summarised a number of 

benefits of HCV: 

• Well-loaded HCVs result in vehicle km reduction and fuel consumption; 

• Leading to lower GHG emissions and air pollution than conventional 

road vehicles (i.e HGV) per unit of goods carried; 

• No worsening in road safety – several field trials reporting improvements; 

• No worsening in road wear and tear. 

 

CILT suggests further research to map out the current market of heavy goods 

vehicles and explore the cost benefit of adoption of HCVs in Ireland. 

 
2. Are there any measures identified as “potential measures” that you 

would like to see implemented? (as shown in Table 1) 
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Car Sharing 
“Car sharing incentives” has been proposed as a potential measure to reduce 

the private car use in Ireland. However, no further details has been given about 

this measure in the report.  

 

A study (Rabbitt and Ghosh, 2016) on the feasibility and potential benefits of 

car sharing in Ireland has explored the economic and environmental impact of 

rolling out the car sharing service from the Greater Dublin Area to the entire 

country. The research found that a large group of individuals who are quite likely 

to join car sharing, however, outside Dublin, there is a lack of high population 

density areas with suitable users. Car sharing is complementary to public 

transport and not a competitor. The introduction of car sharing would provide 

positive impacts on both environmental and economic aspects. 

Environmentally, it is estimated that car sharing service would potentially lead 

to a slower growth rate of car-ownership and in turn generating significantly 

high CO2 savings of 84 kt for Dublin and up to 229 kt for Ireland. Economically, 

car owners who travel predominantly on alternative modes, could make 

significant travel cost and CO2 emission savings through joining car sharing. 

 

The investment required for infrastructure development, operation and 

maintenance of car sharing service are not included in this study, hence the 

cost savings are calculated on the basis of customer savings only. Policy 

measures on car sharing incentives could focus on infrastructure development 

to support the roll out of car sharing in the Greater Dublin Area.  

 
Rail Freight 
CILT welcomes the “rail freight promotion” as a potential measure proposed by 

DTTAS, although no further details have been provided on this measure in the 

report. 

 

Rail freight in Ireland is facing great challenges to grow. As mentioned in the 

Background Paper, modal shift from road freight to rail freight is a key emissions 
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reduction approach across the EU, but rail freight in Ireland has dropped to one 

of the lowest percentages in the EU. Iarnród Éireann as the only rail freight 

operator in Ireland, the freight quantities are comparatively small and have 

declined starkly over recent decades. The limited number of high volume bulk 

movements, Ireland’s compact size and the low density of activity all have 

limited economic viability of alternatives to road freight. 

 

We are of the view that the role of rail freight in the context of sustainability and 

climate change needs to be examined thoroughly to better feed into policy 

decisions. More research needs to be carried out in this area. For instance, the 

development of the Western Rail Corridor, rail freight hubs by the major ports, 

incentives to increase the number of rail freight operators are worth further 

investigation to provide cost analysis and feasibility assessment.  

 
3. Are there any emissions reduction measures, currently employed, that 

should be amended or fully discontinued?  
 

We do not have any objections on the current emissions reduction measures. 

 
4. How should mitigation measures be prioritised (e.g. on basis of: least 

cost, carbon abatement potential, disruptive effects, co-benefit 
potential etc.)?  

 

Prioritising policies is rarely a straightforward process, but it is crucial when time 

and resources are finite. Currently the mitigation measures in the transport 

sector have been categorised using the Avoid-Shift-Improve framework. It is 

possible to further aligning the measures into short term (<5 years), mid-term 

(5 -10 years), and long term (>10 years) timeframe. An assessment framework 

could be develop to measure the cost, carbon abatement potential, disruptive 

impact and co-benefit for each existing and potential measures. Thus, such 

indicator-based index will provide evidence-based support for policy-making. 
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CILT would like to suggest a few short-term policy priorities:  

 

Policy should focus on direct citizen improvement and societal welfare. 

Improvements to citizens in terms of noise, direct fuel inhalation and urban heat 

island effect.  

 

For freight, currently there are already restrictions for large vehicles in the city 

centre, for example, heavy goods vehicles do not have free access to the 

restricted zone in Dublin city centre. Developing to a more sustainable urban 

logistics, measures such as planned distribution centres which use green 

methods for the last one-to-five mile delivery, or restrictions on low rating EURO 

vehicle classes would also urge logistics service companies to upgrade their 

fleet composition. 

  

As soft measures, DTTAS could encourage branding for companies who are 

pioneering the adoption of environmental friendly transport modes or 

technologies, such as E-vans for city delivery, high EURO standard vehicles, 

E-cargo bikes. This will showcase the social consciousness of DTTAS of 

supporting the path to reducing our nation’s carbon emissions. 

  
  
Summary 
 
Transport policies and procedures should be effective and efficient, based on 

objective analysis and practical experience, as well as focused on the future. 

Best practice should be widely disseminated among CILT members and the 

wider transport industry in Ireland.  
 

In conclusion, CILT’s key highlights 

• Ireland will need policies and measures that are radical, innovative and 

attached to the future to reduce the carbon emission from transport 

sector. 
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• For passenger transport, increasing both quantity and quality of public 

transport, as well as improving multi-modal levels of integration in an 

effective and efficient manner are the key to promote the shift to public 

transport. 

• Freight transport and logistics sector requires more supportive policies 

and initiatives to increase the industry awareness and readiness towards 

the low-carbon transition, especially in light of Brexit’s impact on trade-

pattern and supply chains. 

• Collaborations between government, industry and research institutes 

are needed to support policy decisions. 

• Raising the awareness of climate change in the transport sector and  

wider society is the key to bring Ireland onto a lower carbon trajectory in 

the long term. 
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Appendix  
 
CILT Policy Research Agenda in 2020 
 

Increasing demands for emissions mitigation will put greater pressure on 

transport activities for the movement of people and freight.  Decisions on mode 

of transport, vehicle, technology, infrastructure, route planning, frequency of 

delivery, fuel choice and fuel economy will all be affected. The transport sector 

will have to adapt to this new climate reality.  Ireland is an open economy on 

the peripheral of Europe and is therefore reliant on maritime and aviation 

transport for effective and efficient connectivity to the world.    

 

In 2020, CILT is commissioning research that analyses climate change 

implications for Ireland with particular reference to the National Mitigation Plan 

and the new COP25 agenda. The policy committee has proposed four research 

topics around the theme climate change and sustainable transport as follows 

(as shown in Figure 1): 

 
Figure 1 CILT Research Agenda on Climate Change 

 

1) Transport policy review. A desk-based research to review to capture 

the current policies/initiatives in Ireland towards climate change and 
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sustainability in the transport and logistics sector, as well as to identify 

the best practices in terms of supportive policies/initiatives in the UK and 

other EU member states to propose recommendations to Irish 

government and the industry. 

 

2) Study of industry readiness towards the low-carbon transition. An 

empirical study to develop an understanding of the awareness and 

readiness towards climate change and low-carbon transition among 

transport companies in Ireland. 

 

3) Spatial and transport planning study. To explore how the modern 

supply chain will be developed in 20 years and how the spatial and 

transport planning will support that sustainable development in Ireland. 

 

4) Climate change implications and new obligations for Ireland. 
Developed based on the above three research findings, to conclude the 

climate change implications for the Irish transport sector as well as the 

new obligations under this new climate reality. This work will evaluate 

the impact of Climate Action on transport in Ireland and Ireland’s 

international connectivity. Particular attention should be paid to 

understanding the potential impact on various modes of transport and 

the potential financial implication and investment required.  

 

The key remit of the policy research at CILT is to provide advice that facilitating 

the policy implementation in the transport sector in Ireland. The committee will 

be responsible for various papers during each year in relation to the logistics, 

supply chain and transport industries. These papers will form the basis of a 

number of outputted reports from the information and recommendations. 
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